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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PASTOR).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 28, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ED PASTOR

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Tyrone Skinner, Pas-
tor, Metropolitan Baptist Church, Al-
tadena, California, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Dear gracious God our savior, we
spend these moments reverencing You
as we invoke Your presence in this
place so that sound judicious decisions
will be made that will benefit our de-
mocracy. We admit our shortcomings
and our need for Your guidance in all
that is done in this place.

We seek Your face to address racism,
classism, sexism, and other discrimina-
tions that divide us and seek to devour
the very core of our democracy. We lift
especially the victims of Katrina and
other natural disasters in our country
that they may find peace and resolu-
tion to the quest for placement that
should be theirs.

Finally, we pray for our troops who
fight for the cause of democracy in
Iraq. We know You will not allow their
fighting to be in vain. Thank you for
hearing our prayer, and we now listen
for Your voice to direct our paths.

In the name of Him who has been
given all power. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BILIRAKIS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF REV. TYRONE
SKINNER, GUEST CHAPLAIN

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Reverend Ty-
rone Skinner of the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church in Altadena, California, as
guest Chaplain of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Pastor Skinner embarked on his ca-
reer as a preacher at a remarkably
young age. He delivered his first public
sermon at the age of 10. While at
Bishop College in Dallas, Texas, in pur-
suit of his bachelor’s degree, he joined
the First Baptist Church of Hamilton
Park. He earned his Master’s of Divin-
ity Degree from the Perkins School of
Theology at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in 1989. One year later, he be-
came pastor of Metropolitan Baptist
Church.

Under Reverend Skinner’s char-
ismatic leadership, the Metropolitan
Baptist Church has seen incredible
transformations. Pastor Skinner has
enriched the worship experience for 800
members and has overseen significant
infrastructure improvements to the
church facility. Pastor Skinner was in-

strumental in engaging church mem-
bers in a Body and Soul program by
serving as a judge at a men’s cook-off
and encouraging members to become
more healthy physically as well as
spiritually.

Pastor Skinner helped establish
Praise Team, Praise Dancers, Soldiers
for Christ Stomp Team, and several
other ministries in the church. He also
established a 501(c)3 mnonprofit, the
Metropolitan Community Action Serv-
ices Corporation, which has been a
sponsor of the Young African American
Male Conference.

The list of Reverend Skinner’s ac-
complishments is long, his altruism is
broad. Last year, Metropolitan cele-
brated its 100th anniversary, and today
is a fitting capstone to his service to
the church, the community and now to
the country.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 one-
minute speeches on each side.

———

ADMINISTRATION WANTS TO TALK
TO IRAN WHILE PLANNING WAR

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the ad-
ministration now says it wants to talk
to Iran. At the same time it is making
plans to attack Iran. By saying it
wants to talk to Iran and Syria, the ad-
ministration appears to be reversing
course after spending 2 months pump-
ing the media full of anonymously
sourced articles reporting to link Iran
to the Iraq war.

Now it says it wants to talk. Making
it appear that it wants to avoid an-
other war. Right. Think about it. Air-
craft carriers to the region, mine
sweepers to the Persian Gulf, arming
neighboring countries with Patriot
missiles, ordering an increase in a
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